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Abstract: A fictional investigative crime story examining a mysterious disappearance, a locked
archive, and the small pieces of evidence that eventually connect the case. This sample is created for
journal website testing and demonstration.

1. The Disappearance

At 11:47 p.m. on a rainy Thursday, archivist Daniel Reed left the municipal records building and was
never seen again. His office door was locked from the inside, his desk lamp was still burning, and a
half-finished cup of coffee sat beside an open file. Nothing appeared to have been stolen. The only
unusual detail was a handwritten number—17—on a blank sheet of paper.

Detective Mara Ellis initially treated the case as a missing-person investigation. Security footage
showed Reed entering the archive at 9:12 p.m., but no recording showed him leaving. The building
had three exits, all covered by cameras. A review of the footage revealed a twelve-minute gap
caused by a system restart at 11:35 p.m.

2. The Locked Room

Inside the office, investigators found no signs of forced entry. The windows were latched, the only key
was on Reed's desk, and the ventilation shaft was far too small for a person. Beneath a cabinet,
however, Ellis found a thin strip of blue paper. It matched the color and texture of records used by the
archive's restricted collection.

The restricted collection contained documents that had not been publicly catalogued for decades.
According to the building manager, only four employees had access to it. Ellis requested the access
log and discovered that one entry had been manually deleted at 11:31 p.m., only four minutes before
the camera system restarted.
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3. The Missing File

The next morning, Ellis searched the restricted collection. Shelf 17 contained an empty space
between two boxes of municipal records. The catalogue described the missing file only as Project
Meridian — Administrative Review. No further details were available in the public database.

A fingerprint examination of the cabinet produced a partial print belonging to Reed himself. That
seemed ordinary until Ellis noticed a second mark on the inside of the cabinet door. It belonged to
Thomas Vale, a former archive employee who had resigned six months earlier.

4. The Final Clue

Ellis located Vale at a small railway café outside the city. Vale denied entering the archive that night
but admitted that Reed had contacted him two days earlier. According to Vale, Reed believed
someone was altering historical records and wanted help identifying the original documents.

Vale handed Ellis a sealed envelope. Inside was a photograph of Shelf 17 taken years earlier. The
photograph showed three boxes. In the current archive, only two remained. Written on the back were
the words: “The third box was never destroyed.”

5. Conclusion

The investigation remained open. Reed's disappearance was never officially explained in the fictional
case record, but the evidence suggested that the missing archive file was more important than
anyone had first suspected. The number 17, the deleted access entry, and the missing third box
formed a trail that pointed toward a much larger story.
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